Early Years Policy Reception
Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil
their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between
birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy
childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning
together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents
as they grow up. (‘The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage.’ DfE April
2017).

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the
Reception year.
The EYFS is based upon four principles:
 every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured;


children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;



children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their
experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership
between practitioners and parents and/or carers;



children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.

A Unique Child
At St David’s Prep we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured. We know that children develop in individual ways and at
varying rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by their school
and home environments and we begin to build links with the families. We observe how each
child learns to gain an understanding of the characteristics they develop to become effective
learners. We use questioning, praise and encouragement to develop a positive attitude to
learning and high self-esteem.
Starting from Pre-Reception, the children are introduced to our Woodland Explorers
Programme that introduces the children to an array of fun-filled animals who will open up a
world of learning through exploration and purposeful play. Each character has an important
part to play in the Early Years Curriculum; Curious Cat will help the children to make sense of
the world while Wordy Weasel will help them to link sounds and letters. As they travel on
their learning journey through the woods, they will embark on lots of new and exciting
adventures; encountering and learning more about each animal through poems, stories and
games.
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Positive Relationships
At St David’s Prep we recognise that children learn to be confident and independent through
the development of secure relationships. We develop caring, respectful, professional
relationships with the children and their families.

Parents as Partners

We recognise the important role parents play in educating the children. We do this by:
 Inviting the children to spend time in the setting before starting in PreReception or Reception and chatting to the parents.
 encouraging parents to attend consultation meetings in the first two
terms to discuss their child’s progress
 providing parents with a progress report in the spring term and a more
detailed written report on their child’s attainment and progress at the
end of the school year
 communication through ‘class dojo’
 the opportunity for parents to track their child’s learning by way of an
electronic learning journal resource titled ‘Tapestry’ where parents are
also able to contribute with observations from home.
Staff develop good relationships with all children, interacting positively with them and taking
time to listen to them.

Enabling Environments
At St David’s Prep we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and
extending the children’s development. The role of both the indoor and outdoor environment
in learning/organisation of learning provides opportunities for child initiated activities
reflecting the topic where they can develop gross motor skills, social skills etc.
We provide stimulating resources which are accessible and open-ended so they can be used,
moved and combined in a variety of ways. We plan appropriately focusing on the three Prime
Areas of Learning and Development considered to be fundamental throughout the EYFS and
four Specific Areas, which include essential skills and knowledge and provide important
contexts for learning (see separate documents detailing each of the areas.)

Learning through play
Play helps young children to learn and develop through doing and talking, which research has
shown to be the means by which young children learn to think. In Reception and PreReception we have thorough planning in place as a guide whilst also being mindful to make
the most of opportunities for learning as they arise. We use the practice guidance Early Years
Foundation Stage to plan and provide a range of play activities, which help children to make
progress in each of the areas of learning and development. In some of these activities
children decide how they will move their learning forward and in others, an adult takes the
lead in helping the children to take part in the activity.
The EYFS classes have their own outdoor area and our aim is to achieve free flow between
the indoor and outdoor settings for as much of the sessions as we can. Being outdoors
encourages learning in different ways. It offers the children more opportunities to be creative
and explore on a larger scale as well as to be physically active, linking the indoors and
outdoors together. Wherever possible, learning will be taken outside to give children the
opportunity to enjoy their natural surroundings. Being outside supports children in developing
creativity and problem solving skills and provides children with rich opportunities for using
their imagination.
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Observation and Assessment
In Reception and Pre-Reception assessment of attainment and progress is based on
observation, discussion, questioning and evidence of children’s independent learning.
Valuable evidence of children’s learning is obtained through observation of independent and
targeted learning. These observations are undertaken by teachers and teaching assistants
and are recorded on ‘Tapestry’, an online learning journal. This enables on-going
communication and keeps parents informed of the areas of learning in which their child is
achieving, and also the age band they are working in.

Reception Uniform to be purchased from Graduates School wear














School blazer with gold/navy braiding
Navy waterproof jacket with school logo
Navy and gold striped tie
Navy jumper with school logo
Grey pleated pinafore
Plain grey trousers
(Summer term) Plain grey shorts
(Summer term) Gold and white summer dress
Navy book bag with school logo
Navy tracksuit bottoms and sweatshirt with school logo
Gold polo shirt
Plain navy shorts
(Summer term) School cap in house colour




Traditional long or short sleeved white shirt (worn with a tie)
Traditional black shoes (no patent, lace ups or slip on’s and no open toe sandals in
summer)
Plain grey knee length socks
Plain grey tights
Long or short plain white socks in the summer to be worn with summer dress (no
frills)
White trainers for outside games
Black plimsolls for indoor PE/Games
Wellington Boots
Play coat (to be kept at school)
Art overall (any colour or style)

Reception uniform that can be purchased from Graduates or another
retailer










We also request a change of clothing (knickers/pants, socks, tracksuit bottoms and top) and
a packet of baby wipes in case of any little accidents.
No jewellery to be worn, for safety reasons, with the exception of stud earnings. Parents are
requested to sign a consent form. Pupils are encouraged to have tidy hair at all times. Long
hair is to be tied back.
All pupils are expected to wear the correct school uniform and to appear neatly dressed while
travelling to and from school.

All items of uniform/clothing/shoes must be clearly named.
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Health and Safety
It is vital that all children in the school are safe. Through our nurturing environment we
provide children with opportunities to help them develop the skills they need to keep
themselves safe. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to
recognise and avoid hazards both in the real and virtual world.
Reception children must be collected by a parent/carer on the school car park at 3.30pm each
day. If a pupil is not collected by 3.45, the child will be taken back into school and taken to
late room. If a pupil is absent from school, a parent or guardian must telephone the school
office by 9.00am and a letter of explanation is required on the day they return.
Initially illnesses and accidents are dealt with by the class teacher or adult on duty. If further
attention is required a child is seen by a registered First Aider. A form explaining any
accidents/illnesses are filled in by the attending adult and a copy is sent home. With any type
of head injury the parent/carer would be notified immediately.
Prescription medicines are not allowed to be administered without a prescription from a
doctor, dentist, nurse or pharmacist. Medication can be administered to a pupil by a
member of staff providing signed permission has been received from a parent/carer on a
daily basis. There is a downloadable pro-forma for use by a parent/carer.
All medicines which need to be refrigerated must be handed to the School Office
and will be stored in a locked box in the designated refrigerator in the Prep Staff Room.
Mobile phones and personal devices in EYFS are not permitted in the classroom and are
locked away in the staff room. Any visitors to EYFS are asked switch their phone off or to
leave their phones locked away also in the staffroom.

Healthy Eating
The children are provided with a healthy snack each morning and afternoon as well as being
given the choice of a drink of milk. Children are allowed to bring in a named bottle of water
to drink freely throughout the day. They have access to water at all times. School dinners and
snacks are provided by our caterers ‘Holroyd Howe’.
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